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European Security Policy 1990-2014 

• Post modern/multilateralism

• Cooperation & Soft power

• Universal appeal of liberalism

• Democratic peace thesis

• War is weakness

• Crisis management

• Risk prevention

• Normative/legitimizing function of 
Int’l orgs

• 11/9/89 Berlin Wall defining moment

• Humanitarian values & human 
security

• Wars of choice & Casualty aversion

• Humane Warfare



Black Holes in the World

Tyranny

Failed states

Terrorism

Technology

Crime

‘In an era of globalization, distant threats 
may be as much a concern as those that are near at hand’ 

‘The first line of defence will often be abroad’

‘A ring of well-governed countries’

‘To develop a culture that fosters early, rapid, 
and when necessary robust intervention’ 



• Great Power Competition re-emerges
• China re-asserts itself as peer competitor
• Russia: Anti-western/Anti-liberal
• Narrative of fabricated mythological identity
• Return of buffer zone 
• Restore prestige as superpower
• Power & fear as currency
• Weak & divided western response

2014: The shock of the old





• Massive disinformation campaigns,
• using social media to control the political narrative or to radicalise,
• Political intimidation, bribery
• supporting criminal groups, 
• funding anti-EU movements, 
• inciting social unrest
• Create crisis atmosphere
• Cyber attacks on critical infrastructure
• Military show of force
• Target & exploit democratic values, principles, institutions, & cohesion



The hard problem of Soft cyber

• Induce distrust 
• in government institutions

• in functioning of society

• in media 

• Intimidate public debate (troll armies)

• Influence global media/gain moral high 
ground



•Construction of exclusive identities, 
•Nationalism, referring to mythological past
•designation of the Other; stereotyping, dehumanisation,
•designation of the Other as the ‘enemy’; 
•the creation of a sense of victimhood and grievance; 

•Normalizing violence
•justification and sometimes the necessity of violence against the Other.
•the destruction of old norms of tolerance, ethical behaviour and peaceful conflict 
management

•Unreality & undermining democratic & state institutions
•truth is what power says; distrust towards liberal sources of authority (media, 
universities, experts); 
•propagating lies without consequences; spreading conspiracy theories





24/02/22 
War in Europe

year 1
we should not have been 

surprised 





We should not have been surprised



Strategic errors of the West 

• Bad assessment of mind set of authoritarian regimes

• Excluding military support made Putin’s strategic considerations 
easier

• Deep divisions among European states

• Economics trumped security considerations

• de-escalation as default policy 

• Putin deterred the West, or was it self-deterrence



Putin nearly succeeded

• 10-day war plan: focus = Kyiv

• Speed of maneuver

• Too fast for timely western response

• Decapitate pol & mil leadership 

• Defeat Ukrainian military



Putin’s Strategic Errors 

• Underestimated speed of Western coordinated 
multidimensional response
• Unprecedented sanctions regime

• Increasing Western military support

• Gambled on early Blitzkrieg style coup of Kyiv

• Overestimated own military capabilities
• Flawed combined arms operations

• Fails to achieve air superiority

• No preparations for long war

• 4-front war with low troop density

• Underestimated Ukraine



Effective Ukrainian defence
• Strategy is not to lose, gain time, impose costs on RU

• Avoid decisive armored battles in open terrain

• Inundation, Urban defence & woods favor defender

• Mobile battalions & Spec Ops teams

• “roaming interior lines”, dispersed, negate clear frontline

• Hit & run strikes against convoys, focus on SSV, fuel trucks, 

• Use of drones, AT, Stingers, SA-300, Migs, Massive art’y

• Zelensky unifies the nation and the West

• Initiate mobilization





April 9: Retreat from Kyiv, end of “special operation”

• Massive losses: week 1 2000 casualties, 88 fighters/heli

• towards 2 front attrition war

• Slow expansion of south & eastern controlled areas

• Lack of Ukr air power allows RU to slowly mass force around 
cities

• Lack of RU air dominance allow Ukr movements

• South: horrific Grozny-type siege tactics & urban warfare 

• Massive civilian casualties: Bucha, Irpin, Mariupol





Summer 2022

• Intense RU art’y barrages: 30000/day

• Ukr: Explicit Focus on south

• Kherson strategic city for Ukr & RU

• Warning for Russia

• Forces RU to divert troops to south

• Eases pressure on Donbas front

• Demonstrate effective use of Western 
weapons

• Show success

• Motivate home front



Sept-Nov 2022: Liberation of Kharkiv & Kherson









2023-2025
hope, dismay, 

&
attritional war 







Preparing the counter-offensive



https://www.washin
gtonpost.com/world
/2023/12/04/ukrain
e-counteroffensive-
stalled-russia-war-
defenses/

• Need to split in three frontal zones

• Lack of training & combat experience

• No air superiority & no air support

• Density of minefields

• Depth of defensive lines

• Transparency of battlefield: drones

• Ru coverage by art’y, AT & drones

• Insufficient Western materiel

• Insufficient art’y ammo

• Russia’s willingness to suffer massive losses
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Quo Vadis European 
Security?  

1938 deja vu?



What is it we are witnessing?

• A genocidal war against Ukraine

• An existential & civilizational war (says Russia) v the West

• A rediscovery of Russia’s strategic culture: total war

• A rediscovery of industrial warfare

• A war for the future of Europa



New realities for European defence policies

• Genocidal war, return of total war

• Existential war & war for the future of Europa (says Lavrov)

• New Cold War but much more unstable

• US Mil contribution huge, essential & uncertain

• Support Ukraine, buy strategic time

• 3% to Fund NATO SC 2022: Towards a new deterrence strategy

• Deterrence by denial & punishment, Defend if  that fails

• Prevent Russian limited fait accompli incursion 

• Prevent but also prepare for attritional warfare

• capacity & stockpiles & sustainment

• Offensive capabilities

• Rediscover nuclear deterrence

• Prepare for industrial war: standby capacity, scale-up

• + 0,5% for reducing US dependency

• + 1.5% for societal resilience: 

• homeland defence + HNS

















• stifles dissent and speech. Trump has started to.
• bypasses the legislature. Trump has started to.
• uses the military for domestic control. Trump has 

started to.
• defies the courts. Trump has started to.
• declares national emergencies on false 

pretenses. Trump has.
• vilifies marginalized groups. Trump has.
• controls information and the news media. Trump 

has started to.
• tries to take over universities. Trump has started to.
• creates a cult of personality. Trump has.
• uses power for personal profit. Trump has.

• manipulates the law to stay in power. Trump has 
started to.

An Authoritarian (NYT, Editorial, Oct. 31, 2025):







Focus on Western Hempisphere & China, Russia not a threat

On Europe: warning of civilizational erasure

‘Our broad policy for Europe should prioritize’:

• • Reestablishing conditions of stability within Europe and strategic 
stability with Russia;

• • Enabling Europe to stand on its own feet and operate as a group of 
aligned sovereign nations, including by taking primary 
responsibility for its own defense, without being dominated by any 
adversarial power;

• • Cultivating resistance to Europe’s current trajectory within 
European nations;

• • Opening European markets to U.S. goods and services and ensuring fair 
treatment of U.S. workers and businesses;

• • Building up the healthy nations of Central, Eastern, and Southern 
Europe through commercial ties, weapons sales, political collaboration, and 
cultural and educational exchanges;

• • Ending the perception, and preventing the reality, of NATO as a 
perpetually expanding alliance; and

• • Encouraging Europe to take action to combat mercantilist overcapacity, 
technological theft, cyber espionage, and other hostile economic practices





• Carney, ‘longer live in a state of nostalgia, 
waiting for an old world to return. This is a 
rupture not a transition, “the end of a pleasant 
fiction and the beginning of a brutal reality 
where the geopolitics of the great powers is 
subject to no constraints”.

• von der Leyen,“We now live in a world defined 
by raw power, whether economic or military, 
technological or geopolitical. In an 
increasingly lawless world, Europe needs its 
own levers of power.”

• Macron, the world is heading towards a “rule-
free” system, where imperialist ambitions 
weigh heavily on multilateralism; the 
international bodies that once served to 
resolve problems are weakened, even 
abandoned; the US “is openly seeking to 
weaken and subordinate Europe”, 

• Stubb: “The people around Trump in the 
Maga movement …are leading a movement 
against liberalism, globalisation and 
interdependence.”



Why 3-3,5 and 5%: 

Russia, new deterrence strategy & reduce dependency on US

• Support Ukraine & boost societal resilience

• increase overall readiness of large combat forces:

• 100,000 troops in ten days (tier 1), 300,000 within ten to thirty days (tier 2), 
500,000 more within one to six months (tier 3), 

• be prepared to field 70 to 80 percent of these forces by the end of the decade.

• Build up a six-month inventory of ammunition, fuel, and spare parts at high 
consumption rate

• Reduce overdependency on US: Acquire / develop

• Integrated drone, air & missile defence

• aerial refueling & heavy lift

• intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance assets 

• electronic warfare, airborne surveillance

• maritime patrolling

• space-based capabilities 

• suppression of enemy air-defense (including 5th Gen fighters)

• Long range precision strike.



https://www.defensenews.com/global/europe/2025/02/25/mind-the-gaps-europes-to-do-list-for-defense-without-the-us/
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